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ildrenlearn speech and languagefrom listening to others. Thefirst few yearsareparticularly critical for
devel opment. When ahearing lossexistsachild does not get thefull benefit of languagelearning
experiences. If ahearing lossgoesunnoticed, delaysin speech and languagelearning can occur. If you think that
your child, (at any age) may have ahearing problem, you should seeyour family physicianor an
Audiologist assoonaspossible.

& Milestonesfor Development:

® Upto 6 Months

> Startles, cries, or awakensto |oud sounds
> Respondsto music, noise or voicesby movementsor smiling

® 7-12 Months
> Turnsor looks up when his’her nameiscalled, even when you can’t beseen
> Respondsto requests such as*“want more” or “come here”
> Looksat or pointsto everyday objectson request such as*bottle”

® 1-2Years
> Turnstowardsyouwhenyou call higher namefrom behind
> Triesto“talk” by repeating some of the soundsyou make
> Pointsto apart of his’her body when asked without seeing your lips

® 2-3Years
> Listenstoasimplestory
> Followstwo sequential requests, such as” get theball and put it here”
> Followssimple commandswithout being ableto seeyour lips

® 3-4 Years
> Hearsyou calling from another room or hearsand repeats awhisper
> Uses sentenceswith four or morewords and answerssimple questions

® 4-5Years
> Takseadly tochildrenand adults
> Paysattentiontoasimplestory
> Cantell astory about him or hersalf

€ Warning Signsfor Hearing L oss:

® Stopsearly babbling

® Experiencesfluiddrainfromears

® Frequently pullsat his’her ears (with fever or crankiness)

® Frequently getscoldsand ear infections

® Doesnot understand someone unlesshe/sheisfacing them
® Speaksloudly or turnsup the volumeof thetelevision or radio, disturbing other listeners
® Doesnot say singlewordsby 12 months

® Doesnot respond when called

® Needsthingsto berepeated

Hearing Health for Children

Early detection is vital.
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